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“The world will constantly embrace the feet
of the great king who rules over his subjects

with love”.
-KURAL

Hon’ble Speaker and distinguished Members

of this House,
Vanakkam!

It gives me great pleasure to address
you in this august House for the first time since
my taking over charge as the Lt. Governor of
Union Territory of Puducherry. | extend my warm
greetings and best wishes to the Hon’ble Members
of the House and the people of Puducherry on
the occasion of the commencement of this session.
We feel very happy that elections to the Parliament
were conducted in a peaceful, smooth and fair

manner. We once again trumpeted as one of the



best democratic countries in the World. | compliment
all the officers and staff involved with the election
process, law abiding citizens and all the political
parties who helped for the smooth conduct of

the election.

2. | am happy to inform the Hon’ble Members
that Planning Commission has allowed a Plan size
of ¥ 2,400 crore for the Annual Plan 2014-15
as against the plan size of ¥ 2,000 crore last
year. This is because of higher internal resources,
pursuing of more central schemes in the new
Government and allocation of long pending funds
for CDRRP (Coastal Disaster Risk Reduction Project)
to the tune of ¥ 188 crore. This was pending
for last 3 years. My Government has been
spending a sizeable fund on social and human
resources infrastructure of education, health etc.
Hon’ble Members are aware that the Gross State

Domestic Product (GSDP) is one of the major



indicators for determining the State’'s economy.
The GSDP of Puducherry has increased from
% 16,769 crore to ¥ 21,061 crore for the year
2013-14, showing a growth rate of 25.59 per cent
over 2012-13. The per capita income of Puducherry
increased from %1,29,460(2012-13) to ¥1,58,630
(2013-14), showing a growth rate of 22.5 per cent.

3. We have also taken efforts to computerize
our treasury operations under the Central Assistance
Programme. The Public Finance Management
System (PFMS) has been completed which will
facilitate on-line flow of funds from the Central
Ministries concerned to the Union territory
Departments and to further distribute the scheme
benefits to the beneficiaries in a transparent

manner.

4. | am delighted to inform the Hon’ble

Members that with the continuous effort of all the

stakeholders, my Government has achieved an all



time high Plan expenditure of ¥ 1,665 crore in
2013-14. | wish to complement all officers and

officials in making this possible.

5. Within a short span of time, | have been
able to get an insight into the functioning of the
Government machinery through which many
developmental programmes have been implemented.
| wish to inform the Hon’ble Members some of
the major programmes and achievements under

various sectors during the last year 2013-14.

AGRICULTURE

6. The average productivity of Paddy which
is the major crop in Puduchery has increased from
4.38 metric tons per hectare to 5.78 metric tons
per hectare. It is an increase of 32 per cent
over the previous three years’ average. Similarly,

the productivity of Sugarcane is also increased



from 90 metric tons per hectare to 100 metric
tons per hectare with an increase of more than
10 per cent. This achievement was accomplished
due to the technological intervention by adoption
of System of Rice Intensification (SRI) and Precision

farming techniques.

7. Under the scheme for Diversification of
Agriculture through Horticultural crops an amount
of ¥ 5.69 crore has been spent for increasing
the productivity of horticultural crops. Under the
Scheme for Improved Seed Promotion and
Certification Programme, certified seed production
in the farmers holding was taken up in an area
of nearly 150 hectares and 1,885.36 quintals of
Certified seeds were produced and made available

to the farmers for cultivation.

8. It is also the endeavour of my Government

to promote the agricultural mechanization so as

to improve the agricultural production and to reduce



the production cost. To this end, 28 numbers of
tractors, 27 numbers of transplanters, 17 numbers
of power tillers and 102 numbers of improved
and conventional agricultural implements were

distributed to individual farmers at subsidized cost.

9. With a view to ensure remunerative prices,
my Government has not only provided infrastructural
support for agricultural products but also extended
financial support. ¥2 crore was paid as revolving
fund to the Karaikal Central Co-operative Processing
Supply and Marketing Society Limited for
procurement of paddy during the samba season
as market intervention measure to avoid distress

sale by the farmers.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

10. In view of high potential in generating rural
employment, my Government accorded more priority
to the Animal Husbandry and Dairy Development.

All the Veterinary services were provided free of cost,



through the network of Veterinary institutions.
Besides, 6,87,803 livestocks were given free
treatment and vaccinations. 64 Health camps and
80 De-worming camps have been conducted. During
the year 2013-14, Out of 3,000 Below Poverty
Line beneficiaries, 264 persons were given five
layer pullets each at free of cost in 2013-14 and
the remaining persons will be given in the current
year. 1,450 Turkey poults and 7,428 dual purpose
breed of birds were given at 50 per cent
subsidy to farmers for backyard poultry production.
47,400 metric tons of milk and 11.30 million eggs
have been produced last year. For Veterinary
education, grant-in-aid to an extent of ¥ 12.50 crore
has been released to Pondicherry Veterinary
College Society. Three new Post Graduate streams
have also been introduced.

CIVIL SUPPLIES

11. Aadhaar integrated biometric based Smart
Ration Cards were issued to family ration card
holders in all four regions of the Union Territory.



It has enabled delivery of commodity to the ration
card holders through Point of Sale devices at Fair
Price Shops. Out of 3,33,377 family ration cards,

2,28,333 biometric cards have been issued.

12. The Government re-introduced 10 Kg. of
free single boiled rice to all the ration card holders
of Puducherry and Karaikal regions in November,
2013. Under this scheme, 10 Kg. per card of
single boiled rice is procured at open market
through PAPSCO and distributed free of cost to

all the card holders.

COMMERCIAL TAXES

13. My Government has been undertaking several

measures to facilitate trade and business in the
Union Territory of Puducherry by providing services
in a transparent and efficient manner. The revenue
collection during 2013-14 was % 1,257 crore.
Based on buoyancy in the market, the revenue

target for the present financial year 2014-15 s



kept at ¥ 1,380 crore. On-line renewal under VAT
has been linked with e-payment, benefitting
11,000 traders.

EDUCATION

14. We aim to provide latest and free education
to all school going children. As per 2011 census,
the literacy rate of the Union Territory of
Puducherry is 86.55 per cent as against the
national average of 64.8 per cent. From this
academic year onwards it has been decided to
introduce CBSE curriculum from 1st standard in
all Government Schools and up to 5th standard
in English Medium Schools in order to ensure
uniform pattern of education and for better quality
education enabling students to compete at the
national level. By making concerted efforts, the
pass percentage in 12th standard public exam has
been increased to 82.12 per cent in Government
Schools as compared to 80.24 per cent in March

2013. To achieve cent per cent result and to



improve the performance of the students in 10th
standard Public Examination, an innovative
programme of “Sigarathai Nokki” has been

conducted.

15. Union Territory of Puducherry has been
ranked number ‘ONE’ in the national level
Educational Development Index (EDI) for the year
2013-14 in respect of infrastructural facilities in
primary and upper primary schools. To uphold
this 90 additional classrooms were constructed at
a cost of ¥ 7.58 crore and 50 computers were
purchased and distributed to Government Schools
under Sarva Siksha Abhiyan. The “Perunthalaivar
Kamarajar Financial Assistance Scheme”, was
modified by removing the income ceiling.
Accordingly, an amount of ¥ 41.70 crore has been
disbursed to 7,244 students pursuing medical and
engineering courses. All the students in
Government / Government aided schools are

provided with milk and biscuits through

10



Rajiv Gandhi Breakfast scheme. 107 students
identified with hearing impairments were provided
hearing aids. 275 students identified with visual
impairment were provided with spectacles. To
encourage the sports and youth activities in
Puducherry, renovation of Rajiv Gandhi Indoor
Stadium has been taken up at a cost of ¥ 6 crore

and is nearing completion.

ELECTRICITY

16. My Government aims to provide reliable and
quality power supply round-the-clock to each and
every consumer at a reasonable tariff. For this,
25 new distribution transformers were energized
and 10 distribution transformers were enhanced
to higher capacities. Over 10,000 new domestic
connections were energized. Under ‘One Hut One
Bulb (OHOB)’ scheme, 44 service connections to

general categories and 25 service connections to

the Scheduled Caste people were given.
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17. In order to meet the growing demand of
power supply in Puducherry town area, a
110/11 KV Sub-station at Venkata Nagar has been
established at a cost of ¥ 54 crore. Puducherry
is the first Union Territory under the Joint Electricity
Regulatory Commission to get Investment Approval
from the Ministry of Power for strengthening of
distribution system under Part—-B under Restructured —
Accelerated Power Development and Reform
Programme (R-APDRP) scheme at a cost of
X 84.78 crore. Three numbers of LEDs in exchange
of three numbers of good condition incandescent
lamps at a cost of ¥ 10 per LED are being
distributed in Puducherry region. This will lead to
energy saving of around 54 units per bulb per annum.
Lights in East Coast Road from Kanagachettikulam
to Pillaichavady have been converted into LED

giving a brighter look to the roads.

12



FISHERIES

18. It gives me immense pleasure to see that
the Government has been giving special attention
to improve the livelihood of fishermen and to
safeguard their lives. ¥ 4.50 crore were released
to the left out fishermen whose registered and
unregistered fishing crafts were damaged during
‘Thane Cyclone’. A relief compensation to a tune
of ¥ 3.52 crore was given to the fishermen of
Yanam region who were affected by f‘Helen
Cyclone’. | am happy to inform the Hon'ble
Members that dynamic action has been initiated
for taking up the issues with the Central
Government for releasing 76 numbers of the
innocent fishermen and 8 numbers of boats
captured by the Navy of the neighbouring country.
Fishing harbour at Mahe is under construction and

will be completed during this year.
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HEALTH

19. We aim to provide good health care
services to all the residence at free of cost. Due
to the result of strenuous efforts taken by my
Government, HIV infections among ante-natal clinical
attendees, HIV prevalence rate has been brought
down from 0.13 per cent to zero per cent. Four
Integrated Counseling and Training Centres (ICTC)
have been launched in Primary Health Centres at
Lawspet, Muthialpet, Kalapet and Ariyankuppam. The
Department of Health has promoted 94 personnel
and recruited 156 personnel in various cadres. The
Indira Gandhi Medical College and Research
Institute has recruited 83 Teaching faculty and 165
staff nurses. The UPSC has called for the
appointment of 107 GDMOs and 46 Specialists as

pursued by my Government.

20. In order to bring down the Infant Mortality
Rate, a ‘Paediatric Intensive Care Unit’t and a

‘Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit’ has been opened

14



in the Rajiv Gandhi Government Women and
Children Hospital, Puducherry. A latest equipment
Mammogram was installed at a cost of ¥ 93 lakh
for detection of breast cancer for women. Further,
a Memorandum of Understanding has been signed
with Ishwarayam Trust, Malar Hospital, Chennai for
out sourcing an expert team to screen congenital
defects in the new born and ante-natal mothers
and with Aravind Eye Hospital, Puducherry for
screening prematurely born babies for eye related
problems. Construction of Trauma Care Unit at
General Hospital Mahe has been taken up and

will be completed this year.

21. New Diploma in Indian System of Medicine
courses, i.e. Ayurveda, Siddha and Homeopathy
have been started in Mother Theresa Postgraduate
and Research Institute of Health Sciences,
Puducherry. AYUSH drug testing laboratory was also
started in Public Health Laboratory.

15



INDUSTRIES

22. New Industrial Policy has been released
with the aim of achieving a sustained and balanced
industrial growth so as to create maximum
employment opportunity. My Government will give
priority to start industries which are energy efficient,
low water consuming, high-tech and knowledge
based. During the last year, 76 Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprise units have commenced
production employing around 1,000 people with an
investment of over ¥ 60 crore. My Government
is committed to bring the competitiveness back
in the industrial sector which was eroded by the
withdrawal of concession by the Central Government
earlier. The close monitoring mechanism has
brought down the applications pending for long
period with various departments. The “C” Unit
of M/s. Anglo-French Textiles (AFT), which is the
oldest textile mill in Puducherry doing spinning

operations, has restarted giving much needed

16



employment to the idle mill workers. My Government
shall also take all effective steps to revitalize other

units of AFT Mill by getting financial assistance.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

23. My Government has set up an ICT Training
Academy with 2x30 seated laboratory and one
30 seated classroom, along with a library for
imparting training under ICT sector to the
Government Officials, Students, College Lecturers

and School Teachers.

LABOUR

24, We have created employment opportunities
by conducting 10 Job Melas in various fields
thereby benefitting 484 candidates in 2013-14.
To provide social security and welfare measures

to the workers involved in construction activities,

17



53 categories of workers were allowed to register
as members in “Puducherry Building and Other
Construction Workers Welfare Board”. The Labour
Department has launched “On-line renewal of
Employment Registration” with effect from 1st April
2013. The modules for “On-line Registration”
and “Sponsoring of suitable Registrants to various
posts” have been launched with effect from 23rd

January 2014.

25. To regulate the employment of Dock
Workers and their welfare, “The Puducherry Dock
Workers (Regulation of Employment) Rules, 2014
and “The Puducherry Dock Workers (Advisory
Committee) Rules, 2014” were framed in January
2014. In Karaikal region, “Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBY)” Scheme for providing Health
Insurance coverage to the Below Poverty Line
workers of construction/unorganized sectors and to

their family members was launched in February 2014.
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26. In order to improve the manpower skill
across different sectors, monthly stipend paid to
the apprentice undergoing training in this Union
Territory under the Apprenticeship Training Scheme
was enhanced for all the four years of training.
Monthly stipend was also enhanced from ¥ 1,000
to ¥ 2,400 to the differently abled persons in
the trades of Book Binding and Data Entry

Operator.

27. To upgrade the skills and to improve the
employability of school dropouts, existing workers
and ITlI graduates, 416 trainees were given training
in Modular Employable Skills courses in 18 trades
under the Skill Development Initiative Scheme
at 8 Government ITls registered as Vocational
Training provider. Nearly, 38,400 members were
enrolled in “Puducherry Building and other
Construction Workers’ Welfare Board”. An amount
of ¥ 1.35 crore was disbursed to the members

as welfare benefits.

19



LOCAL ADMINISTRATION

28. My Government targets to provide better
civic amenities and living habitations for its citizens.
Construction of Anganwadi Centres have been taken
up in different locations like Kennedy Nagar
(Orleanpet), Priyadarshini Nagar (Orleanpet), Subbaiah
Nagar (Orleanpet), Debasayanpet (Muthialpet),
Vizhidiyur (Neravy, Karaikal) and Ponpethy
(Nedungadu, Karaikal). Construction of Community
Halls / Multi-purpose Halls were taken up at Nethaji
Nagar, Shanmugapuram, Manavely, Parithikudy,
Thenkaraipet and Polagam. Further, various works
like providing of bus shelter/passenger shelter,
toilet blocks, cremation shed/burial ground and
laying water pipelines were also taken up.

PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS

29. The Department of Personnel and
Administrative Reforms (Personnel Wing), during
the last year has granted ex-officio Secretariat

status to nine Departments for speedy disposal

20



of the business of the Department concerned. The
Civil Services Board has been constituted as per
the directions of the Apex Court. To strengthen
this administration, around 600 direct recruitments
were made for various posts and around
400 promotions were given to various officials.
Further, 293 Full-time Casual Labourers have been
absorbed as Multi-Tasking Staff (General)/
Multi -Tasking Staff House Keeping and 293 number
of Part-time Casual Labourers elevated as Full-time
Casual Labourers. To avoid long stay in a
Department, rotational transfers are effected in the

ministerial cadre.

POLICE

30. To strengthen the Police force, vacancies
of various cadres, 623 Police Constables were
recruited in 2013-14 and 169 posts of various
categories were created in Coastal Security
Phase-Il. The improvement works to all Police

Stations and Police Quarters were also taken up.
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We have started implementing “Crime & Criminal
Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS)” a mission-
mode project under the National e-Governance Plan
(NeGP) aiming to establish a country wide network
covering almost all the Police Stations and higher
officers. An amount of ¥ 9.93 crore has been
allocated by Ministry of Home Affairs to this Union
Territory, of which ¥ 2.19 crore has been released
by Government of India and the same has been
fully utilized. Newly constructed Traffic Police Station
building at Yanam was inaugurated and handed
over to the Police Department. Permanent building
for the Office of the Superintendent of Police,

Yanam was constructed and inaugurated.

PORT

31. Hon’ble Members may be aware that the
Phase-Il work of Karaikal Port is in progress. Last
year, the Karaikal port has handled 6.23 million

tons of cargo by which our Government has

realized a revenue of ¥ 11.43 crore.
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PUBLIC WORKS

32. Public Works Department is the premier
technical organization in the Union Territory of
Puducherry operating in various public oriented
schemes like roads, bridges, water supply, drainage
facilities, drinking water, flood control and
Government buildings. During the last financial year,
a 400 meters long RCC bridge at Manamedu with
two lanes across the river Thenpennaiyar was
constructed at a cost of ¥ 19.72 crore. A high
level bridge at Manalipet with check dam was
constructed at a cost of ¥ 8 crore. Another bridge
with regulated arrangement across river Malattar
in Puducherry region has been constructed at a
cost of ¥13.19 crore. The two lane bridge across
Guduvaiyar at Sivarandagam village has been
completed at a cost of ¥ 7.24 crore. The
Phase - Il construction of District Court complex
accommodating common facility block, Mediation

Centre and Legal Aid Centre has been completed

23



at a cost of ¥ 6.40 crore and was inaugurated
in March 2014. The construction of six judicial
officers quarters at Lawspet at acost of ¥ 3 crore
is under progress. In Karaikal, a bridge across
the river Thirumalairajanar for a length of 93m.
has been completed at a cost of ¥ 12.84 crore.
The comprehensive sewerage system for providing
underground drainage system in urban limits of
Puducherry region costing ¥ 262 crore has been
re-commenced in May, 2013. A Modern Fish Market
was constructed and inaugurated with modern

facilities.

33. Drinking water schemes like Augmentation
of water Supply system at Thethampakkam Village
in Mannadipet at a cost of ¥ 1.78 crore and in
Irulanchandai Village in Bahour Commune at a cost
of ¥ 1.28 crore are nearing completion. Further,
works for improving the existing water supply
system at Suthukeny Village and at T.N. Palayam
have been completed. The construction of Over

Head Tank (OHT) of 20 lakh litres in R.K. Nagar,
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Ariyankuppam is under progress. A new water
supply system for Melakasakudy Village at a cost
of ¥ 2.24 crore with 3 lakh litres capacity Over
Head Tank and 2 lakh litres capacity underground
sump was constructed. Water purification systems
at 26 locations of Puducherry region were installed

at a cost of ¥ 3 crore.

34. The approach road to Valathamangalam
Village in Karaikal was improved for a length of
3 Km. at a cost of ¥ 3 crore. Under Thirunallar
Temple Town Development Project, Nalankulam
works at a project cost of ¥ 8 crore have been

completed.

REVENUE

35. To regulate the traffic in the town limit and
to facilitate the movement of vehicle passing
through Karaikal, land to an extent of 17 Hectares

was acquired in the Akkaraivattam, Keezhaiyur South

and Keezhaiyur North Revenue Villages for formation

25



of Eastern Bye-Pass Road and the land was
handed over to Public Works Department. Under
Rajiv Gandhi Social Security Scheme, financial
assistance to 1,826 beneficiaries of this Union
Territory was extended for an amount of ¥ 5.97
crore. From the I|and taken over by the
Government under Land Reforms, 216 LGR Pattas
were distributed to eligible beneficiaries in

Nallezhendur Revenue Village of Karaikal District.

SOCIAL WELFARE

36. The welfare of people of Union Territory
is the primary social objective of my Government.
Financial assistance was given to 20,952 differently
abled persons to a tune of ¥ 27 lakhs and free
bus passes were given to 295 such persons.
Pre-matric and Post-matric scholarship to 1,533 students
from Other Backward Class and Minority

Communities were given for ¥ 35 lakhs. Free rain

coats were distributed to 14,977 students studying
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in 9th standard in Government and Government
aided schools spending ¥ 42 lakhs. Grant-in-aid
amounting to ¥ 1.41 crore was released to
30 NGOs running homes for children/old aged/
destitute women. To ensure the protection of the
rights of the children of this Union Territory, the
Puducherry Commission for Protection of Child

Rights was notified during January 2014.

WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

37. My Government is committed to the welfare
of senior citizens as well. The monthly pension
paid to old aged people, widows and destitute
women was enhanced from ¥ 1,000 to ¥ 1,100
from the month of December 2013. 4,000 new
beneficiaries were also included under the scheme
in addition to the existing 1,119,148 beneficiaries.
27,325 children and 8,980 mothers who are
enrolled in the 788 Anganwadi Centres are
provided supplementary nutrition for all the

365 days in a year.
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ADI - DRAVIDAR WELFARE

38. My Government is implementing various
welfare schemes to improve the living standard,
socio-economic status and educational status of
the Scheduled Caste people. In order to provide
permanent shelter to the Scheduled Caste people,
housing subsidy at ¥ 4 lakh each was released
to 968 such people under the “Bharat Ratna Rajiv
Gandhi Kal Veedu Kattum Thittam”. During 2013-14,
¥ 20 crore has been deposited with PADCO to
extend subsidy of ¥ 4 lakh each for reconstruction
to the Scheduled Caste people possessing
dilapidated houses. For providing infrastructural
facilities to the constructed houses under HUDCO
and JNNURM schemes, an amount of ¥ 11.58 crore

has been released during the year 2013-14.

39. Free Clothing items were distributed to all
members of the Scheduled Caste families on

festive occasions. Marriage assistance was provided
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to 702 girls at ¥ 25,000 each. Inter-caste marriage
incentive of ¥ 50,000 was provided to 145 couples.
Financial assistance was given to 525 Scheduled
Caste students selected through Centralized
Admission Committee, Puducherry under
“Dr. Ambedkar Kalvi Nithi Uthavi Thittam”.

TOURISM

40. Tourism sector is an important component
in boosting the GSDP of this Union Territory. The
Tourist arrival has increased by 9 per cent during
the year 2013. Two new tourist circuits covering
Puducherry and Karaikal have been created for
infrastructure developments. ¥ 14 crore has been
spent for Thirunallar Temple Town Development
Works. New Website for destination marketing
has been launched. The Centrally Sponsored
Schemes of Arts and Crafts Village at
Murungapakkam, Beautification of Chunnambar in

Puducherry and Renovation of Government of
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Tourism Home at Uppalam have been completed.
Further, ¥ 48 crore has been sanctioned this year
by Ministry of Tourism for the projects viz.,
Development of Arikamedu, Development of
Oussudu lake in Puducherry, Lighting of Heritage
Monuments in Puducherry and Development of
Recreational Park around Yanam tower. The
construction of walk way Phase-lll has already been

taken up and will be completed this year.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

41. With the objective to keep strict vigilance
against pollution, the industries are being directed
to install on-line monitoring systems with connection
to the Regulatory Authorities to check on the quality
and quantity of the waste water discharge or the
emission from the industries. To access wind
potential in the Union Territory, the work of erection
and commissioning of wind monitoring station is

in progress.
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42. My Government is fully committed to
promote education to all, provide better health care
services, ensure speedy socio-economic
development for the upliftment of downtrodden
people and to work towards a balanced and
equitable development of all the four regions of

the Territory.

43. Puducherry being an ancient holy place has
attracted many people from outside for its peace
and tranquility. My Government will continue to
maintain peace and harmony among various
sections of the society. | am sure, all of you
will extend vyour co-operation and valuable
suggestions towards implementation of the various
schemes. | hope the Hon'ble Members of this
House will make wuse of this session for

constructive and useful deliberations on the
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proposed programmes and schemes towards the
welfare, development and growth of this peace

loving territory and its people.

44, | wish you all success in your deliberations

in this session.

NANDRI!

JAI HIND !!
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