GOVERNMENT OF FUDUCHERRY
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.:)r')" i&f Secretariat (Fisheries) — Guidelines for release of caotured fore gn fishermen and
thefishing boats — Orders — Issued.
2
N7 CHIEF SECRETARIAT (FISHERIES)
-
G.0.Ms.No\'B/Fy Poncicherry the
READ: 1. D.0O.N0.1/23/2014-Coastal Security datec 25" October, 2014 of
Secretary (Border Management), Ministry of Home Affairs,
Governrent of India.
2. 1.D.No.11-C/Fy/Mech/JIC/14-15 dated 04.11.2014 of the
Director of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare, Puducherry.
ORDER:

India has a vast coast line of about 7516 Km. bordering the mainland and
islands and the foreign vessels at times cross the Internaticnal Maritime Boundary _ine
(IMEL) and get apprehended along with their crew. equiprnents, etc.

The need for setting up ofa Joint Interrogation T2zam Mechanism in all coastal
States on the model of Tamil Nadu fer streamlining the procedure for release of
captured foreign fishing cargo, boats, fishermen, etc., has figured in the mzeting held
under the chairmanship of Principal Secretary to Prime Minister on 24.09.2014 du-ing
discussion on India-Sri Lankan fishermen issue.

The Secretary (Border Management), Ministry of Hcme Affairs, Government of
India. New Delhi in communication dated 25.10.2014 has also emphasised the need
for setting up such a mechanism by this Administration to expedite =arly release of
fishermen.

The Lieutenant-Governor, Puducherry with a view to streamline tha procedure
in regard to release of captured foreign vessels, fishermen, etc., is pleased to order the
appointment of Nodal Cfficers, appcintment of Joint Interrogation Committee and
Standing Committee together with the functions to be performed by thern and for
matters connected therewith as hereunder:-

1. Nodal Officer:
(1) The Secretary to Government (Fisheries), Puducherry shall be the Nodal
Officer at the State Level to liaise with the Agencies such as Coast Guards, Custonrs,

Intelligence Bureau, State Police, etc. He would be respeonsible for cc-ordinating the
ectivities of different agencies at the State level involved in giving clearances to such
foreign fishing boats / fishermen.
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(2) The Nodal Officer will also discharge the “o'lcwing functions:

B

(i) Prcmp:. communication to the Central Government regarding ceals of
fishirg boats / fishe-men appreherded.
(i) Coordinate for timely completion of joint interrogation and communication of

its report with the recommendatior of State Government to the Central Government.
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(iii) Sorting out any differences between the different agencies at the field level

(iv) "he Nodal Officer will iaise with differant conczrned agencies such &s
Coast Guerds. Customs, Intelligence Bureau and Speciel Branch of State / U.7. Police,
etc. and have a perodical review, preferably once in a fortnigkt, to update: the statistical
data and ‘o r-irview the progress on action taken on such fishing 2oats / fishermen
aoprehended. 1l

(3) The District Collector and the Distr cl Magisirate of Puducherry & Karaikal
shall be the Nodal Officer for their respective Dislrict, for co-ordinating the joint
interrogation comprising officials of Customs, Coast Guards, Statz Police (Sgpecial

Branch), Intelligence Bureau, Fisheries Department, etc. The District Nodzal Officer

i would also ensure t mely convening of the joint irterrogation and the communication of
E , its findings to the State Government.
2. Joint Intesrogation Committee:
B
1 ikl
B IS: i ‘ The Members of the Joint Interrogation Cemmities for the Pudacharry and
_ f _ Karaikel Districls are;
{ el
i District Collector - Chairman
% : Sugerintendent of Customs, Karaikal / - Member

Deputy Commissioner (Customs), Puducherry.

HET 8
a8 1 Corwmandant / Asst. Commandant, - Vember
f o Indian Coast Guard of respective Districts,

Superirtendent of Police (Coastal Security) for - Vember
Puducherry and Superintendent of Police (Karaikal)
for Karaikal District.

Incharge Officer of Q Branch of neighbouring Stata - Memboer

of Tamil Nadu.

An official from Intelligence Bureau . Member

Depuly Director of Fisheries (Mech) for Fuducherry - Member Secrelary

/ Deputy Director of Fisheries, Karaikal /
Ass:. Director of Fisheries (Mahe and Yanam).
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The Jeint Interrocation Committee (JIC) shall meet within a week of the appretencing
of the foreign fisking boats / fishermen to finalise its findings. The Joirt Interrocaticn
Committee, in case of Jecessity, may arrangs for a Translator ard the Joint
Interrogation Cormmittee wi'l submit its findings and recommendations to the U.T.
Governmen! pro!mptly.

L

2. Standing Cornmittee:

|

(1) A St%nding Committee shall be consttuted with the following as its member

to have a perioé’iical review of the progress cn the action taken on foreign fishing boats
/ fishermen apprehended.

1. Secre,:ary to Government (Fisheres) - Chairmar
2. Deputy Inspector General of Police, Puducherry - Mearnber
i
3. Cornmandart, Indian Coast Guard, Puducherry - Mamber
4. Asst Director, Intelligence Bureau, Puducherry - Member
5. Superintendent of Police, Specia' Branch of - Member
U.T. of Puducherry Police.
6. Sznior Superintendent of Police (C&l), - Member
Puducherry.
7. Tae Director of Fisheries and Fishermen - Member Secretary

Welfare, Puducherry.

(2) Tre Standing Committee shell have its meeting once in a rmonth
The Committze may however have its meeting al shorter intervals sased on the nesd
that may arise.

4. Apprehension of foreign fishermen, etc., their release and repatriation:

1. The foreign fishermen arz apprehended for enlering into Indian territoriel
waters.

2. Upon ;gpp'ehending, the fishermen and their fishing boat(s) are handed over
to the Iccal Police Thre fish catches are auctioned and the saie proceeds are

deposited in Courts. The boats are <ept unger the custody of Police / Authority.
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3. Upon arrival at the Port / Fishing Harbour, all Intelligence Agencies of the
Government will make necessary investigations on the spot on the aoprehended
fishing hoat and gishermen.

4. The apprehendec fishermen will be kept under the care of local Folice and to
be remandad and Kept in jail.

| 5. Apprehending and remandng of foreign fishermen will be communicated
- promptly to Statg Governmant by the Police Department.

6 Police Department will coordinate with the State Government, for release
order of apprehéwded fishermen and their boats. Wherever the ‘ishing boals and
fishermen are suspectad or found tc have indulged in smuggling and other related
undesirable acliv'iiies. clearance from customs, narcotics division, efc., as the case may

be, should be spécifically obtained for release cf such fore gn fishing beats / fishermer.

7. Basad on the release order by State Governmenl, the Fisheries Department
will coordinate with the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), New Delhi for issue of No
Object on Ceriificale (NOC) in the matter.

8. On receipt of clearance from the MEA, New Delhi, the Fisheries Depariment

will coordinate with Folice Department for repatriation, who in turn will coardinate with
ICG.

9. The ICG will propose the schedule of repatriation to the counterparis.

10. The apprehended boet is inspected and issued with a certificate of
Seaworthiness by a Nationalized Insurance Company arranged by the Departmznt of
- Fisheries and other formalities are completed before repatriation.

11. Jpen receipt of the schedule of repatriation from Indian Coast Guard, the
apprehended boat and fisherman are handed over to the ICG for repatriaton by local
police. ' “

12. After handing over, the fact will be cornmunicatad to the State Goveramenl
for information and thereafter tc MEA, New Delhi through Fisheries Deparment.
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5. Time Schedule:

The following time schedule shall be observed for different stages of actior to
be taken (all times from day 1 of apprehending of foreign boats / naticns):

:I. Report|cf apprehending of foreign bogets / fishermen - Within 48 hrs.
! through Fax/E-mail, etc.

|.. Conduct of Joint Interrogation and communication - Within 15 days

10 Communication of the comprehensive report ard - Within 30 davs

specific recommendation by State Government to
Government of India.

| /BY ORDER OF THE LIEUTENANT - GOVERNOR/
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UMDERSECRETARY TO GOVERNMEN
(FISHERIES)

To l
1 The Director of Stationary and Printing — with a request to pubiish the same in
Puduéherry. the next issue of the Official
Gazelte and ‘o supply 100 copies

to the department fo- reference and
- - record.

2. The Director, Directorate of Information Technclegy,

Puducherry. - with a recuest to host the
same in tha Govt. websile.
- Copy to:

. The District Co'lector, Puducherry/karaikal.
The Députy Inspecter General of olice, Puducherry.

i

3. Tre Dlmctcr of Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare, Puduchery.
4. The C¢ mmandant, Indian Coast Guard, Puducherry.
5.

The Officer In-charge, Indian Coast Guard, Puducherry/Karaikal.

The Assistant Director, Inteliigence Bureau, Puducherry.

The Senior Superintendent of Policz, (C&!), Puducherry.

The Superintendent of Police(Special Brarnch/Coastal Security/Keraikat).

The Deputy Commissioner(Customs), Puducherry.

10. The Superintendent of Customs, Karaikal.

11. The Deputy Director of Fisheries & Fishermen Welfare(Mechanization/Karaikal).

12. The Assistant Drector of Fisheries, Mahe/Yaram.
13. G.O./8pare file.
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